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KNOWLEDGE AND ATTITUDES OF RURAL WOMEN
TOWARDS ROOFTOP FARMING IN SAUD ISLAND
VILLAGE- EL-HOUSAINIA DISTRICT, AL-SHARQIA

GOVERNORATE
Hanan Fathi Mekawy ; Mai Ahmed Eltatawy ; Ahmed Anter

Houssein and Islam Hassan Sakr
Agricultural Extension and Rural Development Research Institute- Agricultural
Research Center

ABSTRACT

This research paper mainly aimed to identify knowledge and
attitudes of the rural women towards the rooftop farming by recognizing
the recent usages of their rooftop in addition to determine their
knowledge level regarding the benefits and methods of the rooftop
farming. Moreover, investigate the correlation relationship between the
dependent variables and the studied independent variables.

The research was conducted in El-Housainia District, Al-Shargia
Governorate after being chosen this district purposely and the village of
Jazirat-Saud was chosen randomly, in the same context the random
sample involved 105 respondents and five of them were excluded due to
invalidity of those questionnaires to have 100 questionnaires were
collected properly. Data were collected using a questionnaire by personal
interview. The most important results of this study revealed that the
majority of the respondents their age lower than 57 years old, and more
than two fifth of the respondents were illiterate, in addition to 67% of the
respondents have a low land tenure lower than 2 acres, and more than
half of the respondents of low-income family. The results revealed that
half of the respondents are using the roofs for poultry farming or storing
grains, while nearly a quarter of the respondents don't use their homes'
roofs perfectly, except to throw garbage in it.

The research results also showed that 71% of the respondents have
a low and medium level of knowledge regarding the benefits of rooftop
farming, and the majority of respondents (92%) have a low and medium
level of knowledge regarding the methods of rooftop farming, and nearly
half of the respondents have a neutral attitude towards the rooftop
farming as an idea.

It's worth mentioning that the research results confirmed that there
are a significant correlation between the age of the respondents, the
monthly income of the family, the number of children, years of education
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for the respondents, years of education for the husbands' respondents, the
experience of the respondent in agriculture, experience of the husbands'
respondents in agriculture, The respondents’ family land tenure in acres
as independent variables and each of the respondents’ knowledge level of
the benefits of rooftop farming, and the respondents’ attitudes towards
rooftop farming as dependent variables. The results also revealed a
significant correlation between the monthly income of the family, the
number of children, years of education of the respondent, and years of
husband’s education. The respondents' family land tenure in acres as
independent variables, and the knowledge level of the respondents on the
methods of rooftop farming as a dependent variable. By doing a chi-
square test, which is resulted in a significant association between the
educational status of the respondents and the educational status of their
husbands and the modernity level of the respondents as independent
variables, in addition to the knowledge level of the respondents about the
benefits and methods of rooftops farming and their attitudes towards
rooftops farming as dependent variables.

Key Words: Rooftops Farming, Environment, Knowledge, Attitudes,
Rural Women, Poverty Eradicating, Al-Shargia
Governorate



